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Three Easy Steps to Voting
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For questions on absentee voting, please see our FAQ [2].
First off, verify your voter registration by going here [3]. Then, on or before Election Day...

1

Find out where you need to vote
Find your polling place by going here [4].
Go to the polls and give your name to the inspector.
Sign the poll roster book.
Receive your paper ballot, secrecy sleeve & E.D. card.

Paper Ballot: Used to cast your vote
Secrecy Sleeve: Ensures the secrecy of your ballot
E.D. Card: Identifies your election district and the tabulator that will receive your completed
ballot.
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Mark your paper ballot
Go to the privacy booth before marking your ballot.
Make your selection by filling in the oval completely next to the candidate's name.
Do not make any stray marks.
Do not use an "X" or a check mark to mark your ballot.
Use the pen provided in the privacy booth.
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Insert your paper ballot into the tabulator

Go to the tabulator for your election district

That's it! You've now let your voice be heard in our democratic
process!

VOTE!
It comes down to this: in order to have a real stake in politics and government, each of us
must exercise our right to vote. But, every Election Day, tens of thousands of eligible Suffolk
voters stay home. By not voting, they give away their power and let others choose who will
govern.
The Suffolk County Democratic Committee urges all who are eligible to register with the Board
of Elections - and then, to be sure to go out and vote on Election Day. Just think: if all politics
is local, then you can be sure that your vote affects politics and government at every level in
Suffolk County.
To be legally eligible to vote, you must be an American citizen, a resident of Suffolk and 18
years of age or older. If you're registered, VOTE!
If you are eligible and you are not registered, REGISTER TO VOTE!
If you will be out of town or if you serve in the military and will not be able to vote in person on
Election Day, ASK FOR AN ABSENTEE OR MILITARY BALLOT AND VOTE!
If you have a family member that is not registered, give them a registration form.
ENCOURAGE THEM TO REGISTER AND VOTE!

Frequently Asked Questions
I JUST TURNED 18 AND I WANT TO REGISTER TO VOTE. WHAT MUST I DO?
Download a voter registration form from this web site, or get a form by calling your Town
Democratic Party Headquarters, the Suffolk County Democratic Committee at (631) 439-0400
or the Board of Elections at (631) 852-4500. You may also get forms from your post office,
library, Department of Motor Vehicle office, Town or Village hall.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN "REGISTERING" AND "ENROLLING" TO
VOTE?
In order to vote, State law requires that Suffolk residents register with the County Board of
Elections. The registration form has a space for you to choose one of the recognized political
parties and enroll as a member, if you wish. We certainly hope you enroll as a Democrat,
because then you will be allowed to participate in primary elections of Democrats and sign
designating petitions to get candidates on the ballot. Of course, you may choose not to enroll
in a political party, forfeiting your right to choose candidates in primary races.

I WANT TO CHANGE MY PARTY DESIGNATION TO DEMOCRAT, ALTHOUGH
I'VE BEEN A REPUBLICAN FOR YEARS.
Great news! Just download a registration form or get one from the places mentioned above.
Change your enrollment in the space provided on the form. Mail it to the Suffolk Board of
Elections, Yaphank Avenue, Yaphank, NY ll780. And welcome to the Democratic Way!

I'M AN ENROLLED DEMOCRAT AND I WANT TO VOTE, BUT I JUST MOVED TO
A NEW NEIGHBORHOOD IN THE SAME TOWN. MAY I STILL VOTE AT MY OLD
POLLING PLACE?
No. Download a voter registration form and fill in the change of address section. Mail it to the
County Board of Elections.

I INTEND TO BE OUT OF THE COUNTY ON THE DAY OF AN ELECTION (ON
VACATION, AT SCHOOL, TRAVELING FOR BUSINESS OR IN THE HOSPITAL,
FOR EXAMPLE). HOW CAN I VOTE?
Call the Board of Elections at (631) 852-4500 and ask for an Absentee Ballot Application form.

I'M ENROLLED IN THE INDEPENDENCE (OR GREEN OR WORKING FAMILIES
OR REPUBLICAN OR OTHER) PARTY. IS IT LEGAL FOR ME TO VOTE IN
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY ELECTIONS?
No. You may vote in primaries only in the party in which you are enrolled.

WHAT'S AN ELECTION DISTRICT?
Each of Suffolk's ten towns is divided up into small geographical areas called Election
Districts. Each of these districts has two Democratic committeepersons who are responsible
for circulating nominating petitions, registering new voters, answering voters' questions and
getting out the vote on Election Day. Your town also has Assembly Districts (larger areas from
which our Assembly representatives are elected), New York State Senate Districts,
Congressional Districts. The higher the office, the larger the district. The Election District is
included in all of the larger districts.

Voter Registration Forms
Click on the links below to download voter registrations forms in English or Spanish. Follow

the instructions or call us at (631) 439-0400 or the Board of Elections at (631) 852-4500. You
may also get forms from your post office, library, Department of Motor Vehicle office, Town or
Village hall. We'll hope to see you at the polls on Election Day!
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Voter Registration Form (English) [6] 65.11 KB
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